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(57) ABSTRACT

The present invention is directed to a simple process for the
modification of the specificity of a peptidase of the hemo-
static system by coupling polymers to the peptidase causing it
to lose its reactivity in the hemostatic system, but enabling it
to continue to react with certain inhibitors, effectors and
substrates. The invention is furthermore directed to processes
for the detection or quantitative determination of inhibitors of
the peptidase in bodily fluids or other samples as well as to
processes for their neutralization and/or removal from lig-
uids. Finally, the invention allows the use of a polymer-
coupled peptidase as drug and furthermore provides a device
which makes use of such a peptidase in the removal of pep-
tidase inhibitors from samples or from the bloodstream of a
patient.

25 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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1
POLYMER-COUPLED PEPTIDASES

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed to a simple process for the
modification of the specificity of a peptidase of the hemo-
static system. Simply by coupling polymers to the peptidases,
it modifies the specificity of the peptidases such that they lose
their reactivity in the hemostatic system, in particular with
macromolecular physiological receptors, substrates, cofac-
tors and inhibitors, but they continue to be able to react with
certain inhibitors, effectors and substrates.

By applying this process, the invention furthermore pro-
vides methods for the detection or quantitative determination
of inhibitors of the peptidases of the hemostatic system in
bodily fluids or other samples, as well as methods for their in
vivo or in vitro neutralization and/or in vitro or in vivo
removal from bodily fluids or other samples. Finally, the
invention provides polymer-coupled peptidases for use in the
processes of the present invention and as drugs, and a device
which makes use of such conjugates in the removal of pepti-
dase inhibitors from samples or from the bloodstream of a
patient.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Peptidases (also referred to as proteinases or proteases) are
enzymes which catalyze the cleavage of peptide bonds in
peptides or proteins. In the form of endopeptidases, they
prefer as reactants peptide bonds within the target molecule
which generally involve specific amino acids. Other pepti-
dases cleave individual or several amino acids from the N- or
C-terminus of the protein. Depending on their tertiary struc-
ture, the different endopeptidases are often able to react with
different physiological or unphysiological reactants of difter-
ent molecular size comprising different specific peptide
bonds.

Peptidases fulfill important functions in the organism and
are involved in the physiological, but also pathological, pro-
cedures of numerous processes such as e.g., the breakdown of
proteins, immune response (complement system), blood
coagulation and fibrinolysis.

In addition, in some cases the activated endopeptidases
also form macromolecular complexes with cofactors, such as
e.g., the activated coagulation factor Xa with factor Va in the
prothrombinase complex.

However, for certain diagnostic as well as therapeutic pro-
cesses, this spectrum of reactants is disadvantageous for a
purposeful, specific use of such enzymes.

The process of blood coagulation is very complex and
involves several steps whereby inactive enzyme precursors
are activated by a combination of enzymatic action and cofac-
tors which results in active coagulation enzymes.

For balancing the equilibrium between the coagulation
tendency of the blood and safeguarding its flow properties
within the circulation, there is also another interconnected
system of inhibiting or amplifying interactions with addi-
tional molecules which is regulated by numerous positive and
negative feedback mechanisms.

New classes of drugs have been and are being developed
for the treatment of defects of the blood coagulation system,
which specifically only inhibit a single enzyme of the coagu-
lation cascade, such as e.g., the activated factor Xa (active
ingredient class of direct factor Xa inhibitors e.g., Rivaroxa-
ban®, Apixaban®, Betrixaban®, Otamixaban®, Edoxa-
ban®, Eribaxaban, YM150, LY-517717, PRT054021 and oth-
ers) or thrombin (active ingredient class of direct thrombin
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2
inhibitors, e.g., Dabigatran®, Argatroban, Bivalirudin,
MCC-977, AZD0837, NU172, Flovagatran and others).

In order to guarantee an effective (prevention of thrombo-
sis) and safe therapy (prevention of bleeding) with such
drugs, both the availability of exact methods for detecting the
active ingredient in bodily fluids as well as the possibility of
neutralizing or removing these drugs are of the utmost impor-
tance.

In order to be able to purposefully measure or neutralize
drugs in vitro or in vivo which inhibit specific enzymes of the
hemostatic system, it would be highly advantageous if the
spectrum of possible reaction of the various enzymes could be
modified or limited.

Accordingly, modifications of the molecular structure of
thrombin and factor Xa have become known in the course of
the development of antidotes to factor Xa and thrombin
inhibitors which cause these peptidases to lose their ability to
function and interact in the coagulation system while con-
tinuing to interact with the specific inhibitor substances. Such
modified peptidases are intended to be used to neutralize the
active ingredient. “Neutralization™ herein refers to a binding
of'the active ingredient molecule to the peptidase which leads
to the inability of the active ingredient molecule to perform its
function as an inhibitor of the hemostatic system. This may be
achieved by removing and/or exchanging specific amino
acids. Documents U.S. Pat. No. 6,060,300 (Thrombin
muteins as antidotes for thrombin inhibitors) and WO 2009/
041962 (Antidotes for Factor Xa inhibitors and methods of
using the same), inter alia, disclose intricate processes for this
purpose. In addition, US 2009/0098119A1 discloses that the
inherently short half life of the mutants of factor Xa can be
extended by a reaction with polyethylene glycol, but not that
other properties of the mutated factor Xa molecule are
changed due to this modification.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a simple process for modi-
fying the specificity of peptidases of the hemostatic system,
such as e.g., peptidases of the coagulation system, in particu-
lar for the purpose of using the thus modified peptidases for
the detection or neutralization of drugs which act as inhibitors
of peptidases of the coagulation system. In particular, the
present invention provides modified peptidases which can
react with the inhibitors and substrates to be detected or
neutralized, but which at the same time lose or essentially lose
the ability to react within the coagulation system.

The present invention provides a method for the detection
or quantitative determination of an inhibitor of a peptidase of
the hemostatic system in a sample, comprising the steps of
bringing the inhibitor in the sample into contact with a poly-
mer-coupled peptidase of the hemostatic system, wherein the
specificity of the peptidase is modified via the polymer cou-
pling such that the peptidase loses its reactivity in the hemo-
static system, but is still able to react with inhibitors and
substrates of low molecular weight, and measuring the activ-
ity of the polymer-coupled peptidase after it has been brought
into contact with the inhibitor in the sample.

The method of the present invention can further comprise
the step of comparing the activity of the polymer-coupled
peptidase measured after it has been brought into contact with
the sample with one or more reference values of the activity of
the polymer-coupled peptidase. In addition, one or more ref-
erence values can be obtained from samples containing the
polymer-coupled peptidase without the inhibitor and/or
together with known concentrations of the inhibitor. The
sample is a bodily fluid, selected from blood, plasma, serum,
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liquor and sweat. The inhibitor may be a direct inhibitor of the
peptidase, preferably an inhibitor with a molecular weight
between 100 and 7,500 Da. Further, the inhibitor can be an
active ingredient ofthe classes of direct factor Xa inhibitors or
direct thrombin inhibitors.

In some embodiments according to the invention, the pep-
tidase of the hemostatic system is a coagulation factor
selected from the group consisting of factor Ila (thrombin),
Vlla, IXa, Xa, Xla and fragments and mutants of these fac-
tors. The peptidase of the hemostatic system, in some
embodiments, is factor Ila (thrombin) or factor Xa.

In some embodiments, the polymer can be a polyalkylene
glycol or a copolymer comprising alkylene glycol units. In
some embodiments, the polymer is polyethylene glycol or a
copolymer comprising ethylene glycol units.

In another aspect, the present invention is directed to a test
kit for carrying out the above-described method, comprising
as a first reagent a polymer-coupled peptidase of the hemo-
static system and as a second reagent a substrate of the pep-
tidase.

In another aspect, the present invention is directed to a
method for the complete or proportional inhibition of the
activity of an inhibitor of a peptidase of the hemostatic sys-
tem, comprising the step of bringing a sample containing the
inhibitor into contact with a polymer-coupled peptidase of the
hemostatic system, wherein the specificity of the peptidase is
modified via the polymer coupling such that the peptidase
loses its reactivity in the hemostatic system, but is still able to
react with inhibitors and substrates of low molecular weight.
The sample is taken from the blood of a patient who is being
or has been treated with a drug containing an inhibitor of a
peptidase of the hemostatic system as an active ingredient and
after the sample has been brought into contact with the
coupled peptidase, the inhibitor administered with the drug is
bound by the peptidase and thus neutralized. Additionally,
after neutralization of the inhibitor, tests are carried out on the
sample in order to diagnose defects in the hemostatic system
orto determine the activity of substances which interfere with
the hemostatic system. The sample can be a bodily fluid,
selected from blood, plasma, serum, liquor and sweat. The
inhibitor can be a direct inhibitor of the peptidase, preferably
an inhibitor with a molecular weight between 100 and 7,500
Da. The peptidase of the hemostatic system can be a coagu-
lation factor selected from the group consisting of factor Ila
(thrombin), VIIa, [Xa, Xa, XIa and fragments and mutants of
these factors. The polymer can be a polyalkylene glycol or a
copolymer comprising alkylene glycol units.

In some embodiments, a defined amount of the polymer-
coupled peptidase is added to the sample to achieve a propor-
tional neutralization of the inhibitor by contacting the inhibi-
tor in a sample with the polymer coupled peptidase, and the
remaining activity of the inhibitor in the sample as a measure
for the initial concentration is determined in terms of the
influence of the inhibitor on the coagulation tendency by
carrying out a coagulation test in the sample, including the
addition of a coagulation activator and optionally, normal
plasma as a source for additional coagulation factors and
fibrinogen. The complete or proportional neutralization of the
inhibitor of a peptidase of the hemostatic system is carried out
in order to achieve a restoration of the coagulation ability of
the blood of a patient who has been treated or is being treated
with a pharmaceutical composition containing an inhibitor of
a peptidase of the hemostatic system, and the neutralization
comprises contacting the polymer-coupled peptidase with the
inhibitor in the circulation of the patient.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG.1: Influence of incubation with antithrombin III on the
activity of PEG 20 kD-factor Xa conjugate and non-modified
factor Xa, respectively.

FIG. 2: Influence of incubation with antithrombin III/hep-
arin (low molecular weight) on the activity of PEG 20 kD-
factor Xa conjugate and non-modified factor Xa, respectively.

FIG. 3: Influence of the addition of PEG 20 kD-factor Xa
conjugate and non-modified factor Xa, respectively, on the
prothrombin time measured in plasma depleted of coagula-
tion factors.

FIG. 4: Reference curve for quantitative determination of
the direct factor Xa inhibitor Pefabloc Xa in plasma using the
chromogenic PEG-factor Xa assay.

FIG. 5: Reference curve for quantitative determination of
the direct thrombin inhibitor argatroban in plasma using the
chromogenic PEG-thrombin assay.

FIG. 6: Influence of the concentration of heparin in plasma
on the amidolytic activity of PEG 5 kD-thrombin conjugate
and non-modified thrombin, respectively.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

It has surprisingly been found that peptidases of the hemo-
static system or coagulation system, such as factor Xa or
thrombin, lose their reactivity within the coagulation system
after coupling to one or more polymers, in particular poly-
alkylene glycols and copolymers comprising alkylene glycol
units, but at the same are still able to react with inhibitors and
substrates of low molecular size. Hereinafter, the modified
peptidases of the hemostatic system according to the present
invention are also referred to as “polymer-coupled” pepti-
dases for the sake of simplification.

The peptidase which is coupled with one or more polymers
according to the present invention is a peptidase of the hemo-
static system, in particular the hemostatic system of a mam-
mal such as a human. It can be obtained in different manners
and encompasses both recombinant peptidases and pepti-
dases obtained from organisms, in particular blood, as well as
their fragments or mutants. Mutants of the peptidases differ
from the corresponding native peptidases in that one or more,
preferably 1 to 10 amino acids groups have been deleted or
inserted or replaced with one amino acid residue each. They
can be provided by known processes such as for example
synthetic processes or site-directed mutagenesis. Ideally, the
fragments and mutants of the peptidases mentioned herein
show at least 80%, more preferably 90%, of the biological
activity and especially the same biological activity as the
corresponding native peptidase, wherein the activity can be
determined by means of processes known in the technical
field. This means that, if they are not coupled to a polymer, the
corresponding fragment or mutant preferably show the same
physiological effect and interact with the same substances as
the corresponding native peptidase, resulting in the same
biological effect.

Preferably, the peptidase of the hemostatic system is a
coagulation factor in its activated form, in particular a coagu-
lation factor selected from factor Ila (thrombin), VIla, 1Xa,
Xaand XIa. Thrombin and factor Xa are especially preferred.
The use of a native form of'the proteinases for coupling to one
or more polymers is also preferred.

The polymers to be coupled to such peptidases in accor-
dance with the present invention are chemical compounds
comprising molecule chains and/or branched molecules
which preferably consist of identical or similar units. They
include synthetic polymers such as e.g., polyalkylene glycols
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or biopolymers, such as e.g., molecules with repeating amino
acid sequences or carbohydrate units which can optionally be
derivatized by substitution. Examples include dextran or
hydroxyethyl starch. In the pharmaceutical industry, some of
these polymers are coupled to active ingredients in order to
extend their half life in the organism. For example, PEGyla-
tion, HESylation and PASylation are such processes.

The polymer which is coupled to a peptidase of the hemo-
static system according to the present invention usually has an
average molecular weight (weight average) of at least 1,000
Da, preferably at least 2,000 Da and in particular at least 5,000
Da. Moreover, the molecular weight is usually at most 60,000
Da, preferably at most 40,000 Da and in particular at most
20,000 Da.

The polymer can be branched or linear; linear polymers are
preferred.

Preferably, the polymer of the polymer-coupled peptidase
is a polyalkylene glycol or a copolymer comprising alkyle-
neglycol units. The alkylene portion of the alkylene glycol
units of the polyalkylene glycol or the copolymer preferably
comprises 1 to 6, especially preferred 2 or 3 carbon atoms.
Copolymers preferably comprise at least 50 mol %, espe-
cially preferred at least 70 mol % and particularly preferred at
least 90 mol %, based on the total amount of repeating units in
the copolymer, of repeating units of the formula -Alk-O—,
wherein “Alk” represents an alkylene group as defined above.

Itis especially preferred that the polymer be a polyethylene
glycol (also referred to as PEG) or a copolymer comprising
ethylene glycol units. Copolymers preferably comprise at
least 50 mol %, especially preferred at least 70 mol % and
particularly preferred at least 90 mol %, based on the total
amount of repeating units, of repeating units of the formula
—CH,—CH,—0—.

In a further preferred embodiment, the peptidase is the
coagulation factor Xa and the polymer is polyethylene glycol
with an average molecular weight (weight average) of usually
atleast 1,000 Da, preferably at least 2,000 Da and in particular
at least 5,000 Da. Moreover, the average molecular weight is
usually at most 60,000 Da, preferably at most 40,000 Da and
in particular at most 20,000 Da. In another preferred embodi-
ment, the peptidase is the coagulation factor thrombin and the
polymer is polyethylene glycol with an average molecular
weight (weight average) of usually at least 1,000 Da, prefer-
ably at least 2,000 Da and in particular at least 5,000 Da.
Moreover, the average molecular weight is usually at most
60,000 Da, preferably at most 40,000 Da and in particular at
most 20,000 Da.

The polymer is preferably coupled to the peptidase by
means of a covalent bond which can be created using standard
chemical processes. Usually, for this purpose the polymer is
activated at a terminus in order to enable it to react with a
functional group of the peptidase. In the case of a polyalky-
lene glycol, known reactive derivatives such as for example
succinimidyl succinate, succinimidyl propionate, nitrophe-
nyl carbonate, tresylate, epoxides, aldehydes, isocyanates,
maleimides and the like can be used (Veronese FM, Pasut G:
PEGylation, successful approach to drug delivery. DDT
2005; 10:1451-1458). A peptidase molecule can be coupled
to one or more polymer molecules, for example 1 to 10
polymer molecules. The molar ratio of peptidase/polymer is
controlled by the amounts used in the coupling reaction.

It has been found that by coupling the peptidase to the
polymer, the specificity, i.e. in particular the substrate speci-
ficity of the peptidase, is modified such that the peptidase
loses its reactivity in the hemostatic system or that the reac-
tivity is significantly reduced. In particular, it loses its reac-
tivity with macromolecular physiological receptors, macro-
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6

molecular substrates, macromolecular cofactors and
macromolecular inhibitors. Such macromolecular physi-
ological receptors, macromolecular substrates, macromo-
lecular cofactors and macromolecular inhibitors are often
proteins and polypeptides. In this connection, the loss or the
significant reduction of reactivity in the hemostatic system
means for example that the peptidase is no longer or only to a
minimum extent able to fulfill its physiological function and/
or to convert the mentioned macromolecular substrates. For
instance, in the case of polymer-coupled coagulation factors,
this is demonstrated by the fact that in a commercially avail-
able plasma deficient in the corresponding coagulation factor
(e.g., abnormal plasma, American Diagnostica Inc.), they do
not affect the prothrombin time of this defective plasma
caused by the lack of this factor, while the addition of an
unmodified peptidase of the coagulation system leads to a
shortening up to a normalization of the prothrombin time of
the plasma. Coagulation assays known in the art also show
that the polymer-coupled peptidases do not cause a shorten-
ing of the coagulation time as an indication of a coagulation
effect in plasma samples.

For example, by means of the polymer-coupling, the reac-
tivity of a peptidase with macromolecular substances of the
hemostatic systems with a molecular weight 0£30,000 Da and
higher can be suppressed or significantly reduced.

This way, the polymer coupling not only causes the pepti-
dase to lose the ability of reacting with the reactants of the
coagulation cascade, but they also can no longer be inhibited
by physiological inhibitors such as e.g., antithrombin with a
molecular weight of 58,000 Da (in particular for PEG-Xa,
PEG-Ila) or tissue factor pathway inhibitor with a molecular
weight of 39,000 Da (in particular for factor Xa).

On the other hand, the coupling with the polymer does not
affect the ability of the peptidase to react with low molecular
weight substrates or low molecular weight inhibitors of the
peptidase of the hemostatic system. In this connection, the
reaction with an inhibitor of the peptidase results in an inhi-
bition of the activity of the polymer-coupled peptidase.
Depending on the concentration ratio of peptidase and inhibi-
tor, this inhibition can be a partial or a complete inhibition. In
this context, the term “activity of the polymer-coupled pep-
tidase” in particular denotes its ability to enzymatically con-
vert substrates. Since, as was described above, the reactivity
of'the peptidase with macromolecular substrates is no longer
given due to the coupling with the polymer, it usually refers to
the ability to enzymatically convert low molecular weight
substrates. A substrate with a molecular weight of at least 100
Da and at most 10,000 Da is preferred. More preferably, the
molecular weight of the low molecular weight substrate is at
most 7,500 Da, in particular at most 5,000 Da or at most 2,500
Da.

Inhibitors of peptidases of the hemostatic system, which
are also effective as inhibitors of the polymer-coupled pepti-
dases according to the present invention, are usually directly
interacting or directly binding inhibitors or directly binding
coagulation inhibitors, in particular those that are used as
drugs for this purpose.

Usually, the inhibitors of the hemostatic system which
react with the polymer-coupled peptidases or are neutralized
by them are low molecular weight inhibitors. Again, an
inhibitor with a molecular weight of at least 100 Da and at
most 10,000 Da is preferred. More preferred, the molecular
weight of the inhibitor is at most 7,500 Da, in particular at
most 5,000 Da or at most 2,500 Da. Examples of such inhibi-
tors include active ingredients selected from the group of
active ingredients of the drugs for the direct inhibition of
coagulation factor Xa such as rivaroxaban, apixaban, betrixa-
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ban, otamixaban, edoxaban, raxazaban, eribaxaban, YM150,
LY-517717 or PRT054021, or for the direct inhibition of
thrombin such as dabigatran, argatroban, flovagatran,
AZD0837, MCC-977, NU172 or bivalirudin. Active ingredi-
ents for the direct inhibition or direct inhibitors are those
substances which exert their inhibiting activity via a direct
interaction with the coagulation factor, i.e. typically a binding
to the corresponding coagulation factor.

In a preferred embodiment for the provision of a polymer-
coupled peptidase, the peptidase is coupled to PEG according
to known processes. Here, reactive PEG derivatives such as
for example succinimidyl succinate, succinimidyl propi-
onate, nitrophenyl carbonate, tresylate, epoxides, aldehydes,
isocyanates, maleimides and the like can be used (Veronese
FM, Pasut G: PEGylation, successful approach to drug deliv-
ery. DDT 2005; 10:1451-1458).

The number of chains to be coupled as well as their length
can be chosen as desired and adapted to the enzyme structure
in question wherein average molecular weights of the PEG
chains as mentioned above are preferred. In order to com-
pletely deactivate the reactivity of peptidases with compo-
nents of the coagulation system, PEG molecules of at least
5,000 Da are preferably used for coupling.

This way, factor Xa can for example be coupled to PEG
such that the resulting PEG-Xa is no longer able to interact
with the prothrombinase complex (cofactor Va, phospho-
lipid) and to cleave the proenzyme prothrombin to form active
thrombin, the enzyme essential for triggering coagulation at
the end of the coagulation cascade. PEG-Xa also loses its
ability to react with the physiological macromolecular inhibi-
tors of factor Xa such as antithrombin or TFPI (tissue factor
pathway inhibitor).

However, after the PEG coupling to factor Xa, the original
reactivity of factor Xa with the low molecular inhibitors used
inter alia as active ingredients in drugs is surprisingly main-
tained, as is its reactivity with low molecular peptide sub-
strates.

One embodiment of the present invention, wherein the
polymer-coupled peptidases described above are used, is a
method for the detection or quantitative determination of an
inhibitor of a peptidase of the hemostatic system in a sample,
comprising bringing the inhibitor in the sample into contact
with a polymer-coupled peptidase of the hemostatic system
and measuring the activity of the coupled peptidase after it
has been brought into contact with the inhibitor in the sample.
The detection or quantitative determination can then easily be
completed e.g., by comparing the activity of the coupled
peptidase, after it has been brought into contact with the
sample, with one or more reference values for the activity of
the polymer-coupled peptidase. Thus, it is for example pos-
sible to determine a possible inhibition of the activity. As set
out in detail below, such (a) reference value(s) of the activity
of the polymer-coupled peptidase can be obtained by mea-
suring the activity of the polymer-coupled peptidase in
samples containing the polymer-coupled peptidase together
with known concentrations of the inhibitor, or in samples
without the inhibitor.

Alternatively, the detection or quantitative determination
can be completed by measuring the coagulation time of the
sample after it has been brought into contact with the coupled
peptidase, and comparing the coagulation time with one or
more reference values in order to determine a possible change
in the coagulation time. Such a change is caused by the
reaction of the inhibitor with the coupled peptidase which
leads to an inhibition of the inhibitor activity.

The method for the detection or quantitative determination
of an inhibitor of a peptidase of the hemostatic system in a
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sample is especially suitable for the detection or quantitative
determination of a low molecular weight inhibitor. Again, an
inhibitor with a molecular weight of at least 100 Da and at
most 10,000 Da is preferred. Preferably, the molecular weight
of the inhibitor is at most 7,500 Da, in particular, at most
5,000 Da or at most 2,500 Da. Examples of such inhibitors are
mentioned above. It should be apparent for the person skilled
in the art that, as a rule, the polymer-coupled peptidase used
in the process of the present invention should be adapted to
the inhibitor to be detected or quantitatively determined, i.e. a
peptidase should be selected which is basically able to inter-
act with the inhibitor. Preferably, for the detection or quanti-
tative determination of a low molecular weight inhibitor
within the framework of the present invention, a polymer-
coupled peptidase should be used on which the inhibitor acts
as a direct inhibitor.

In particular, the process for the detection or quantitative
determination can comprise the following preliminary steps:
(a) providing at least one sample in which an inhibitor is
supposed to be present; and
(b) bringing at least one sample from (a) into contact with a
polymer-coupled peptidase according to the present inven-
tion as described above.

Samples obtained in step (a) can also be used for the detec-
tion or quantitative determination of the inhibitor according
to the alternative above which involves measuring the coagu-
lation time, not only as measuring sample in step (b), but also
as reference samples, e.g., for measuring a coagulation time
without the addition of the PEG-coupled peptidase.

Typically, bringing the coupled peptidase into contact with
the inhibitor according to the present invention encompasses
an incubation of the sample with the coupled peptidase. This
is accomplished e.g., in step (b) above during which an inter-
action of an inhibitor possibly present in the sample with the
coupled peptidase can take place.

The sample is usually a sample comprising a liquid or a
sample which is a liquid. It is frequently a biological sample,
for example a bodily fluid such as blood, plasma, serum,
liquor, urine or sweat, preferably blood or plasma. The
sample can for example be a sample for a measuring or
diagnostic method.

A reference value of the activity of the polymer-coupled
peptidase for comparison with the activity of the polymer-
coupled peptidase in the sample can be generated, e.g., by
measuring the activity of the polymer-coupled peptidase
without prior contact with an inhibitor. A reduction of the
activity of the coupled peptidase after it has reacted with an
inhibitor in the sample compared to such a reference value
allows the conclusion that the inhibitor was present in the
sample. Also, several reference values can be generated for
the comparison by measuring the activity of the coupled
peptidase after contact with different known concentrations
of'an inhibitor. Thus, a comparison with the reference values
allows for example a quantitative determination of the inhibi-
tor. In these cases, an excess amount of polymer-coupled
peptidase compared to the assumed amount of inhibitor to be
determined may be used such that the activity of the polymer-
coupled inhibitor is reduced proportionally to the amount of
inhibitor present.

The measurement of the activity of the polymer-coupled
peptidase, to generate one or more reference values and also
after it was contacted with the sample to generate the mea-
sured value which provides information about the presence or
the concentration of the inhibitor in the sample, can be carried
out according to conventional methods. What is determined
in general is the ability of the polymer-coupled peptidase to
enzymatically convert substrates. Since, as was described
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above, the reactivity of the peptidase with macromolecular
substrates is no longer a given due to the coupling with the
polymer, the activity of the polymer-coupled peptidase usu-
ally refers to the ability to enzymatically convert low molecu-
lar weight substrates. A substrate with a molecular weight of
at least 100 Da and at most 10,000 Da is preferred. More
preferably, the molecular weight of the substrate is at most
7,500 Da, in particular at most 5,000 Da or at most 2,500 Da.

The activity of the polymer-coupled peptidase can be mea-
sured, e.g., via the cleavage of a detectable group from a
suitable substrate, typically via photometric, spectrophoto-
metric, fluorescence-spectrometric or electrochemical meth-
ods. For example, known substrates can be used from which
the peptidase can cleave a signal-generating group, such as
e.g., a chromogenic substrate. Examples of suitable commer-
cially available chromogenic substrates for peptidases
include, for factor Xa, N-a-Z-D-Arg-Gly-Arg-pNA (e.g.,
S-2765™, Chromogenix Instrumentation Laboratory, Mil-
ano, Italy), and for thrombin H-D-Phe-Pip-Arg-pNA
(S-2238™, Chromogenix Instrumentation Laboratory, Mil-
ano, [taly); alternatively, fluorigenic, luminogenic or electro-
chemical substrates can, for example, also be used together
with a corresponding detection technology.

According to the alternative mentioned above, the inhibitor
in the sample can also be determined based on the measure-
ment of the coagulation time. There are different possible
methods. For a mere detection, it is usually sufficient to deter-
mine that the coagulation time of a sample that has been in
contact with the polymer-coupled peptidase is shorter than
the coagulation time of a corresponding sample without con-
tact with the coupled peptidase (reference value) due to a
complete or proportional neutralization of the inhibitor.

For a quantitative determination, a corresponding compari-
son of two samples or two groups of samples can be relied on
wherein in one sample the inhibitor has been neutralized by
the addition of the coupled peptidase. The observed change in
the coagulation time in the neutralized versus the non-neu-
tralized samples can subsequently be compared with a cali-
bration curve showing the changes in the inhibitors caused by
known concentrations. In a specific embodiment of the alter-
native using the measurement of the coagulation time, the
inhibitor present in the sample can be proportionally neutral-
ized by the addition of a defined amount of the polymer-
coupled peptidase. In this case, a defined amount of polymer-
coupled peptidase may be used which may neutralize only a
part of the inhibitor present. Then, a coagulation activator
such as e.g., thromboplastin, partial thromboplastin, coagu-
lation-activating snake poison or a coagulation-activating
protease isolated therefrom, or an activated coagulation fac-
tor which comes before the inhibited enzyme in the activation
cascade, can be added to this sample. In this case, the coagu-
lation time is extended in the sample in which the inhibitor is
to be determined due to the residual concentration of the
inhibitor compared to a corresponding sample without inhibi-
tor. When this value is compared with the coagulation time
measured in a same sample material without the addition of
the coupled peptidase but with the addition of known concen-
trations of a suitable calibrator, the concentration of the
inhibitor can be determined using a suitable calibration and
excluding the influence of the sample composition.

If, due to its composition, the sample material is unable to
coagulate, normal plasma can for example be added as a
source for other coagulation factors for the coagulation mea-
surement of option (ii), or in particular fibrinogen, which
further increases the specificity of the process.

The method for the detection or quantitative determination
according to the first embodiment can e.g., be an in vitro
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diagnostic process, in particular for the detection or quanti-
tative measurement of an inhibitor of a peptidase of the hemo-
static system in a biological sample such as blood, plasma,
serum, liquor, urine or sweat. However, the process can also
be used in other samples, such as aqueous solutions, e.g., in
screening processes when searching for an active ingredient.

In particular, e.g., within the framework of an in vitro
diagnostic process, the sample can be from a mammal such as
e.g., a human.

A preferred embodiment for the detection or quantitative
determination of an inhibitor of a peptidase in the hemostatic
system allows a specific detection of coagulation-inhibiting
drugs whose active ingredient is a direct factor Xa inhibitor in
bodily fluids such as blood, plasma, serum, liquor, urine,
sweat, or other liquids. Due to the specificity of the polymer-
coupled factor Xa, in particular PEG-coupled factor Xa (in
the following also referred to as “Polymer-Xa” or “PEG-Xa”)
for direct factor Xa inhibitors, the process according to the
present invention provides exact evidence as to the active
ingredient concentration without distortion of the result due
to the influence of the current functional condition of the
coagulation system. Also, indirect factor Xa inhibitors, which
function, for example, via antithrombin, such as unfraction-
ated or low molecular weight heparins, orgaran or pentasac-
charides such as fondaparinux bear no influence, either. This
aspect is advantageous because patients are often switched
from heparins to direct parenteral or oral anticoagulants and
therefore both classes of active ingredients are present in their
bloodstream during the transitional period. Those are there-
fore detected to a larger or lesser extent in the previously
known determination methods.

For carrying out this preferred method according to the
present invention, a defined amount of polymer-coupled Xa,
in particular PEG-Xa, is added to a sample, e.g., plasma,
containing a directly acting factor Xa inhibitor and incubated
for a suitable period of time. It is advantageous to use an
excess of the polymer-coupled peptidase, compared to the
expected amount of the inhibitor. The polymer-Xa or PEG-Xa
binds the inhibitor and is proportionally deactivated. Then,
the activity of the polymer-coupled peptidase is measured,
e.g., a substrate can be added from which the non-deactivated
polymer-Xa or PEG-Xa can cleave a signal-generating group,
such as e.g., a chromogenic substrate.

The residual activity of polymer-Xa or PEG-Xa, which
correlates inversely with the concentration of the inhibitor,
cleaves the chromogenic substrate. The resulting developing
color is measured using a suitable process. By using a suitable
calibration, the concentration of the inhibitor in the sample
can be measured exactly while the influence of the sample
composition is excluded, in particular also in the presence of
indirect inhibitors, such as heparins. In addition to particu-
larly low molecular weight chromogenic substrates, fluori-
genic, luminogenic or electrochemical substrates, low
molecular fluorigenic, luminogenic or electrochemical sub-
strates can, for example, also be used together with a corre-
sponding detection technology.

The fundamental nature of the process for the modification
of the specificity of a peptidase of the hemostatic system by
coupling to polymers such as polyethylene glycol can also be
illustrated using thrombin as an example (hereinafter also
referred to as polymer thrombin or PEG thrombin). In its
polymer-coupled form, in particular by coupling with PEG,
thrombin loses its ability to interact with components of the
coagulation system and thus its function in the coagulation
system. It is no longer able to cleave fibrinogen to form fibrin
and thus induce coagulation in a plasma or blood sample.
Polymer thrombin, in particular PEG thrombin, cannot react
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with other components of the plasmic or cellular coagulation
system, nor with physiological inhibitors such as antithrom-
bin, heparin cofactor II or a2-macroglobulin.

However, the polymer thrombin, in particular PEG throm-
bin, retains the reactivity with direct low molecular weight
thrombin inhibitors with a preferred molecular weight of at
least 100 Da and at most 7,500 Da, as well as the reactivity
with low molecular weight peptide substrates with corre-
sponding molecular weights.

Thus, analogous to the preferred process for measuring
factor Xa inhibitors, a process for measuring direct low
molecular weight thrombin inhibitors can, for example, be
carried out as well. Polymer thrombin, in particular PEG
thrombin, binds the inhibitor contained in the sample and is
thus proportionally deactivated. Its residual activity, which
correlates inversely with the concentration of the inhibitor in
the sample, is measured with suitable low molecular sub-
strates, e.g., by determining the color intensity after reaction
with a chromogenic substrate. By using a suitable calibration,
the concentration of the inhibitor can be determined.

Due to the properties of the polymer-coupled, in particular
PEG-coupled peptidases, preferred methods for measuring
the concentration of direct inhibitors of factor Xa and throm-
bin can be established as well which, as was described above,
are based on a measurement of the coagulation time. For this
purpose, the inhibitor present in the sample is proportionally
neutralized by the addition of a defined amount of the PEG
peptidase. If suitable coagulation activators such as e.g.,
thromboplastin, partial thromboplastin, coagulation-activat-
ing snake venom or a coagulation-activating protease isolated
therefrom, or an activated coagulation factor which comes
before the inhibited peptidase in the activation cascade, are
then added to this sample, the coagulation time is extended
due to the residual concentration of the active ingredient.
When this value is compared with the coagulation time mea-
sured in the same sample material without the addition of the
PEG enzyme but with the addition of known concentrations
of a suitable calibrator, the concentration of the coagulation
inhibitor can be determined excluding the influence of the
sample composition. If, due to its composition, the sample
material is unable to coagulate, normal plasma can, for
example, be added as a source for other coagulation factors
and in particular fibrinogen, which further increases the
specificity of the process.

In addition to factor Xa and thrombin, processes based on
these principles are also possible for other peptidases of the
hemostatic system or their inhibitors, such as, for example,
for factors IXa, XIa and VIla.

In another related embodiment, the present invention also
relates to devices, drugs and processes for the neutralization
of inhibitors of peptidases of the hemostatic system, whereby
the term “neutralization” is to be understood such that the
inhibitor is bound by a reaction with the coupled peptidase
according to the present invention and thus no longer exhibits
any inhibiting activity in a sample or an organism.

In particular, the present invention encompasses a method,
which may be an in vitro or in vivo method, for neutralizing
the inhibitor activity of an inhibitor of a peptidase of the
hemostatic system, comprising bringing into contact a
sample comprising the inhibitor with a polymer-coupled pep-
tidase as described above. The sample is usually a sample
comprising a liquid or a sample which is a liquid. It is fre-
quently a biological sample, for example a bodily fluid such
as blood, plasma, serum, liquor, urine or sweat, preferably
blood or plasma. In one embodiment, this method is applied
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within the framework of an in vitro diagnosis wherein a
sample is taken from a mammal, in particular a human, but not
returned to the subject.

Upon contact of the inhibitor with the polymer-coupled
peptidase, the inhibitor can be bound and thus neutralized by
the polymer-coupled peptidase. Depending on the relative
amounts of inhibitor and polymer-coupled peptidase, the neu-
tralization may be complete (i.e. all inhibitor molecules are
neutralized) or proportional to the amount of polymer-
coupled peptidase.

For example, the sample can be taken from the blood of a
patient who is being or has been treated with a drug contain-
ing an inhibitor of a peptidase of the hemostatic system as an
active ingredient. After contacting the sample with the
coupled peptidase, the inhibitor administered with the drug is
bound by the peptidase and thus neutralized. Thus, within the
framework of the method it is possible to also advantageously
carry out tests on the sample after the inhibitor has been
neutralized for the diagnosis of defects in the hemostatic
system or for determining the activity of substances which
affect the hemostatic system.

In patients who are treated with direct coagulation inhibi-
tors, the presence of these inhibitors in the blood or plasma
has the effect that certain in vitro laboratory methods for the
diagnosis of the functional condition of the hemostatic sys-
tem or for the determination of the activity of substances that
affect the hemostatic system, are significantly biased and
therefore no longer provide significant results. This espe-
cially applies to methods based on the measurement of the
coagulation time from the moment specific activators are
added until the onset of coagulation (e.g., aPTT, PT, TT,
fibrinogen determination). Under the influence of the active
ingredients in the drug, the coagulation time in these tests is
already significantly delayed artificially and no longer allows
for any diagnostic conclusions regarding the state of the
hemostatic system. In particular, defective coagulation fac-
tors can no longer be diagnosed which is disadvantageous in
various clinical situations. When the inhibitors are neutral-
ized, these tests can be carried out without being affected by
the inhibitor and retain their entire diagnostic validity.

For this embodiment as well, inhibitors are preferred which
have a molecular weight of at least 100 Da and at most 10,000
Da. More preferred, the molecular weight of the inhibitor is at
most 7,500 Da, in particular at most 5,000 Da or at most 2,500
Da. Examples of such inhibitors are mentioned above. For
neutralizing the inhibitor according to the present invention, a
polymer-coupled peptidase should advantageously be used
on which the inhibitor acts as a direct inhibitor.

Another embodiment of the present invention is a device
comprising a polymer-coupled peptidase of the hemostatic
system according to the present invention for removing an
inhibitor of a peptidase of the coagulation system from a
sample or from the bloodstream of a patient. The polymer-
coupled peptidase can for example be immobilized on a car-
rier material. As an example, reference is made in this con-
nection to the document WO 98/46648 which discloses
processes and interaction systems by means of which the
polymer-coupled peptidases, in particular polyalkylene gly-
col or PEG-coupled peptidases, can be immobilized on a
carrier material. The immobilization of the polymer-coupled
peptidase can take place, for example, on particulate struc-
tures, capillaries, net structures or container walls. The immo-
bilized coupled peptidase can in particular be present in a
container, such as a cartridge, comprising an inlet and an
outlet for liquids, through which a liquid can flow.

Especially suitable forms of the device are those which can
be extracorporeally connected to the bloodstream of'a patient.
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For example, blood can be led extracorporeally—with or
without a pump—by means of a tube system from the organ-
ism through a cartridge filled with a suitable material such as,
for example, capillaries, particles or the like, on the surface of
which the polymer-coupled peptidase is immobilized. When
the blood (or plasma if a prior cell separation has been carried
out) flows past the surface-immobilized polymer-coupled
peptidase, it specifically binds the inhibitor contained therein
which is thus removed from the circulation which leads to a
decrease in the blood concentration to a non-toxic range.

In another embodiment, the present invention also encom-
passes a polymer-coupled peptidase of the hemostatic system
according to the present invention for use in the restoration of
the coagulability of blood, the increase of the coagulation
tendency of blood and/or the acceleration of blood coagula-
tion.

Such a use can in particular be indicated in patients who
have been or are being treated with a low molecular coagu-
lation inhibitor. Again, an inhibitor with a molecular weight
of at least 100 Da and at most 10,000 Da is preferred. More
preferred, the molecular weight of the inhibitor is at most
7,500 Da, in particular at most 5,000 Da or at most 2,500 Da.
Examples of such inhibitors include active ingredients
selected from the group of active ingredients of the drugs for
the direct inhibition of coagulation factor Xa such as rivar-
oxaban, apixaban, betrixaban, otamixaban, edoxaban, rax-
azaban, eribaxaban, YM150, LY-517717 or PRT054021, or
for the direct inhibition of thrombin such as dabigatran, arga-
troban, flovagatran, AZD0837, MCC-977, NU172 or biva-
lirudin.

Such polymer-coupled peptidases for neutralizing inhibi-
tors, in particular direct low molecular weight coagulation
inhibitors, can, for example, be used in patients, e.g., if the
concentration of these substances in the blood are in a range
that could lead to dangerous bleeding. For example, they can
be used to allow surgery. For this purpose, the corresponding
polymer-coupled peptidase can be administered directly to
the bloodstream of the patient. In the blood, it will react
specifically with the coagulation inhibitor and thus antago-
nize its anticoagulant effect without causing any effect itself.
In contrast to mutants of coagulation factors, no risk of immu-
nization exists since it can preferably be the native form of the
protein. The example of hemophilia with inhibitors shows
that even the slightest structural change resulting from point
mutation can induce a clinically significant formation of anti-
bodies. However, the polymer-coupled peptidase can also be
brought in contact with the blood of a patient in immobilized
form; in this connection, reference is made to the device
disclosed above.

Finally, the present invention also relates to a test kit com-
prising a polymer-coupled peptidase of the hemostatic sys-
tem as the first reagent, and a substrate of the peptidase as the
second reagent which can be used in the methods and uses
described above.

In particular, known substrates can be used in the kit from
which the polymer-coupled peptidase can cleave a signal-
generating group, such as e.g., a chromogenic substrate.
Alternatively, fluorigenic, luminogenic or electrochemical
substrates can be used as well. It should be understood that
due to the modification of the peptidase according to the
present invention, low molecular substrates are suitable for
these purposes, preferably those having a molecular weight of
at least 100 Da and at most 10,000 Da. More preferred, the
molecular weight is at most 7,500 Da, in particular at most
5,000 Da or at most 2,500 Da.
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The invention is described in more detail in the following
examples, which are not intended to restrict the invention in
any way.

Example 1
Preparation of a PEG-Factor Xa Conjugate

150 pg bovine factor Xa (EC 3.4.21.6, American Diagnos-
tica Inc.), dissolved in 300 pl 10.05M phosphate buffer (pH
8.0) were added to 20 mg methoxy polyethylene glycol
(PEG)-20,000 succinimidyl proprionate. The mixture was
shakenat+2°C. to +8° C. for 1 hour. Subsequently, additional
10 mg methoxy-PEG-20,000 succinimidyl proprionate were
added to the mixture followed by shaking at +2° C.-+8° C. for
another hour.

Isolation of the PEG 20 kD-factor Xa conjugate was done
by size exclusion chromatography using a Hi [Load Superdex
200 pg 16/60 column with 0.02M Tris/HCl, 0.1M NaCl, pH
7.4 at a flow rate of 1 ml/min. At first, the PEG-factor Xa
conjugate is eluted as a symmetric peak at an elution volume
0of'40 ml (detection of UV absorption at 220 nm and 280 nm).
The excess of polymer as well as the reaction products are
eluted later which made it possible to separate them from the
conjugated protein.

Protein containing fractions showing factor Xa activity
(measured via the cleavage of a chromogenic substrate spe-
cific for factor Xa) were collected in fraction collecting tubes
containing PEG 8000 for stabilisation. Fractions containing
the highest activity of factor Xa were pooled and stored in
aliquots at -80° C.

Example 2

Enzymatic Properties of PEG 20 kD-Factor Xa
Conjugate

a) Cleavage of Chromogenic Substrate by PEG 20 kD-
Factor Xa Conjugate

The capability to cleave the chromogenic substrate N-c.-
Z-D-Arg-Gly-Arg-pNA (Haemochrom Diagnostica GmbH)
was characterized by determination of the Michaelis-Menten
constant K, of the substrate. Its K, value for PEG 20 kD-
factor Xa conjugate was found to be 0.102 mM, which is
identical with the K,, value for the unmodified factor Xa,
which was found to be 0.106 mM.

b) Inhibition of the Amidolytic Activity of PEG 20 kD-
Factor Xa Conjugate by the Low Molecular Weight Direct
Inhibitor Pefabloc Xa.

To determine the inhibition of the amidolytic activity of
PEG 20 kD-factor Xa conjugate by the low molecular weight
direct inhibitor Pefabloc Xa (Loxo GmbH), a chromogenic
assay was used. Assessment of the results was done according
to Lineweaver-Burk. The inhibition constant K, of Pefabloc
Xarelated to PEG 20 kD-factor Xa conjugate was found to be
0.7£0.13 uM which is comparable to the value determined for
the unmodified enzyme (K;: 1.120.07 uM).

¢) Influence of Antithrombin and Heparin/Antithrombin
on the Amidolytic Activity of PEG 20 kD-Factor Xa Conju-
gates

25 ul factor Xa (American Diagnostica Inc., 1 pg/ml) and
PEG 20 kD-factor Xa conjugate (1 pg protein/ml), respec-
tively, were incubated with 25 pl antithrombin III (50 units/
ml, Sigma Chemical Co. A-7388) for 2 to 20 min. After
incubation, chromogenic substrate was added and the ami-
dolytic activity was determined. The activity of factor Xa was
inhibited by 99% depending on the incubation time, whereas
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antithrombin III was without inhibitory effect on PEG 20
kD-factor Xa conjugate activity (FIG. 1).

25 pl factor Xa (American Diagnostica Inc., 1 pg/ml) and
PEG 20 kD-factor Xa conjugate (1 pg protein/ml), respec-
tively, were incubated with 25 pl of a mixture made from
antithrombin (10 units/ml, Sigma Chemical Co. A-7388) and
heparin (2 anti-FXa units/ml, low molecular weight heparin,
2nd International Standard, NIBSC) for 2 to 20 min. After
incubation, chromogenic substrate was added and the ami-
dolytic activity was determined. The activity of factor Xa was
inhibited by 99% depending on the incubation time, whereas
the antithrombin I1I-heparin complex was without inhibitory
effect on PEG 20 kD-factor Xa conjugate activity (FIG. 2).

d) Activity of PEG 20 kD Factor Xa in the Plasmatic
Coagulation System

In order to determine coagulation activity of unmodified
factor Xa (American Diagnostica Inc.) 50 pl plasma were
incubated with 50 pl factor Xa (protein content between 0.015
pg/ml and 2 pg/ml) at 37° C. for 1 min. Coagulation process
was started by addition of 50 ul 0.025M CaCl, solution pre-
warmed to 37° C. Coagulation time was measured using the
ball coagulometer KC4A Micro. Values of clotting time were
found to be between 178 s and 34 s.

It PEG 20 kD-factor Xa conjugate was used instead of
unmodified factor Xa in the same concentration range no
clotting was induced. All of the measured clotting times were
above 250 s.

To demonstrate that PEG 20 kD-factor Xa shows no activ-
ity in the coagulation system the following experiments were
carried out: Factor Xa and PEG 20 kD-factor Xa conjugates,
respectively, were added to plasma depleted of coagulation
factors (abnormal plasma, American Diagnostica Inc). If fac-
tor Xa was added (50 pl plasma+50 pl 8 ng/ml factor Xa in
1.5% BSA), a prothrombin time of 15.1 s was measured
which was lower than the 29.9 s measured in the abnormal
plasma without factor Xa addition (prothrombin time in nor-
mal plasma, American Diagnostica Inc.: 12.2 s). This was
caused by the compensation of factor Xa deficiency in the
abnormal plasma. Addition of the same amount of PEG 20
kD-factor Xa conjugate did not reduce the prothrombin time
in the abnormal plasma. The PEG 20 kD-factor Xa conjugate
showed no activity in the plasmatic coagulation system (FIG.
3.

Example 3

Quantitative Determination of the Low Molecular
Weight Synthetic Direct Factor Xa Inhibitor Pefabloc
Xa in Plasma

For quantitative determination of the direct synthetic factor
Xa inhibitor Pefabloc Xa (Loxo GmbH) in plasma 25 ul PEG
20 kD-factor Xa conjugate (1 ug/ml in 0.02M Tris/HC], 0.1M
NaCl, 1.5% PEG 8,000, pH 7.4 at room temperature), 25 ul
plasma sample (citrated plasma) and 100 pl reaction buffer
(0.05M Tris/HCL, 0.3M NaCl, pH 8.4 at room temperature)
were incubated at 37° C. in the measurement device (TC4+,
TECO GmbH) for 1 min. After addition of 50 ul chromogenic
substrate the increase in optical density was recorded at 405
nm (release of p-nitroaniline by cleavage of the chromogenic
substrate by the non-inhibited part of PEG 20 kD-factor Xa
conjugate).

Activity of PEG 20 kD-factor Xa conjugate was calculated
using the slope of the reaction curves (change in optical
density in mOD/min). Activity decreases in proportion to the
plasma concentration of the inhibitor. A reference curve was
created by measuring the activity of the PEG 20 kD-factor Xa
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conjugate in the presence of defined concentrations of the
inhibitor (10 uM-100 uM) in pooled citrated plasma (FIG. 4).
Using this reference curve, unknown inhibitor concentrations
can be determined in plasma samples via inhibitor activity.

Example 4
Preparation of PEG-Factor Ila Conjugate

5 mg bovine factor Ila (thrombin, EC 3.4.21.5, Kordia) and
100 mg methoxy polyethylene glycol (PEG)-5,000 p-nitro-
phenyl carbonate were dissolved in 500 pl 0.05M phosphate
buffer, pH 8.0. The mixture was shaken at +2° C. to +8° C. for
2 h. During time of shaking further amounts of methoxy
polyethylene glycol (PEG)-5,000 p-nitrophenyl carbonate
were added after 30 min (45 mg), 60 min (45 mg) as well as
after 90 min (6 mg).

Isolation of the PEG 5 kD-thrombin conjugate was done by
size exclusion chromatography using a Hi Load Superdex
200 pg 16/60 column with 0.1M NaCl at a flow rate of 1
ml/min. At first, the PEG 5 kD-thrombin conjugate is eluted
as a symmetric peak at an elution volume of 55 ml (detection
of UV absorption at 220 nm and 280 nm). The excess of
polymer as well as the reaction products are eluted later which
made it possible to separate them from the conjugated pro-
tein.

Protein containing fractions were collected in fraction col-
lecting tubes containing PEG 8,000 for stabilisation. Frac-
tions containing the highest activity of thrombin (measured
via the cleavage of a chromogenic substrate specific for
thrombin) were pooled and stored in aliquots at —20° C.

Example 5

Quantitative Determination of the Low Molecular
Direct Factor I1a Inhibitor Argatroban in Plasma

For quantitative determination of the direct synthetic factor
1I inhibitor argatroban (Mitsubishi Pharma) in plasma, 15 pl
plasma sample (citrated plasma) were added to 50 ul chro-
mogenic substrate (H-D-Chg-Ala-Arg-pNA, JenAffin
GmbH, 3 mM in 0.05M Tris/HC], 0.1M NaCl, pH 8.0 at 37°
C.). Chromogenic reaction was started by addition of 100 pl
PEG 5 kD-thrombin conjugate. Increase in optical density
(release of p-nitroaniline by cleavage of the chromogenic
substrate by the non-inhibited part of PEG 5 kD-thrombin
conjugate) was recorded at 405 nm using the measurement
device TC4+ (TECO GmbH).

Activity of the PEG 5 kD-thrombin conjugate was calcu-
lated using the slope of the reaction curves (change in optical
density in mOD/min). Activity decreases in proportion to the
plasma concentration of the inhibitor. A reference curve was
created by measuring the activity of PEG 5 kD-thrombin
conjugate in the presence of defined concentrations of the
inhibitor (0.375 pg/ml-3 pg/ml) in pooled citrated plasma
(FIG. 5). Using this reference curve, unknown inhibitor con-
centrations can be determined in plasma samples via the
inhibitor activity.

Example 6

Influence of Heparin on the Amidolytic Activity of
PEG 5 kD-Thrombin Conjugate

The influence of heparin (Sigma, H-3393) on the amidol-
ytic activity of PEG 5 kD-thrombin conjugate in plasma was
compared with its influence on the amidolytic activity of
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unmodified thrombin using the chromogenic assay for quan-
titative determination of direct thrombin inhibitors (Example
5): 15 ul of a plasma sample (citrated plasma) were added to
50 ul chromogenic substrate (H-D-Chg-Ala-Arg-pNA,
JenAffin GmbH, 3 mM in 0.05M Tris/HCI, 0.1M NaCl, pH
8.0 at 37° C.). Chromogenic reaction was started by addition
ot 100 pl PEG 5 kD-thrombin conjugate or thrombin, respec-
tively. Increase in optical density (release of p-nitroaniline by
cleavage of the chromogenic substrate) was recorded at 405
nm using the measurement device TC4+ (TECO GmbH).

It could be shown that increasing concentrations of heparin
in the plasma sample (heparin in combination with antithrom-
bin of plasma) inhibit amidolytic activity of thrombin but
does not influence amidolytic activity of PEG 5 kD-thrombin
conjugate (FIG. 6).

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for the detection or quantitative determination
of an inhibitor of a peptidase of the hemostatic system in a
sample, comprising the steps of bringing the inhibitor in the
sample into contact with a polymer-coupled native peptidase
of the hemostatic system or a polymer-coupled fragment or
mutant thereof, which fragment or mutant, before being
coupled to the polymer, shows the same physiological effect
and interacts with the same substances as the corresponding
native peptidase, resulting in the same biological effect,
wherein the specificity of the native peptidase or fragment or
mutant thereof is modified via the polymer coupling such that
the native peptidase or fragment or mutant thereof loses its
reactivity in the hemostatic system, but is still able to react
with inhibitors and substrates of low molecular weight, and
measuring the activity of the polymer-coupled native pepti-
dase or fragment or mutant thereof after it has been brought
into contact with the inhibitor in the sample.

2. The method according to claim 1, further comprising the
step of comparing the activity of the polymer-coupled native
peptidase or fragment or mutant thereof measured after it has
been brought into contact with the sample with one or more
reference values of the activity of the polymer-coupled native
peptidase or fragment or mutant thereof.

3. The method according to claim 2, wherein the one or
more reference values are obtained from samples containing
the polymer-coupled native peptidase or fragment or mutant
thereof without the inhibitor and/or together with known
concentrations of the inhibitor.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein the sample is
abodily fluid, selected from blood, plasma, serum, liquor and
sweat.

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein the inhibitor
is a direct inhibitor of the peptidase of the hemostatic system,
preferably an inhibitor with a molecular weight between 100
and 7,500 Da.

6. The method according to claim 1, wherein the inhibitor
is an active ingredient of the classes of direct factor Xa inhibi-
tors or direct thrombin inhibitors.

7. The method according to claim 1, wherein the peptidase
of'the hemostatic system is a coagulation factor selected from
the group consisting of factor Ila (thrombin), V1la, IXa, Xa,
Xla and fragments and mutants of these factors.

8. The method according to claim 1, wherein the peptidase
of'the hemostatic system is factor Ila (thrombin) or factor Xa.

9. The method according to claim 1, wherein the polymer
is a polyalkylene glycol or a copolymer comprising alkylene
glycol units.

10. The method according to claim 1, wherein the polymer
is polyethylene glycol or a copolymer comprising ethylene
glycol units.
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11. A method for the complete or proportional inhibition of
the activity of an inhibitor of a peptidase of the hemostatic
system, comprising the step of bringing a sample containing
the inhibitor into contact with a polymer-coupled native pep-
tidase of the hemostatic system or a polymer coupled frag-
ment or mutant thereof, which fragment or mutant, before
being coupled to the polymer, shows the same physiological
effect and interacts with the same substances as the corre-
sponding native peptidase, resulting in the same biological
effect, wherein the specificity of the native peptidase or frag-
ment or mutant thereof is modified via the polymer coupling
such that the native peptidase or fragment or mutant thereof
loses its reactivity in the hemostatic system, but is still able to
react with inhibitors and substrates of low molecular weight,
and measuring the inhibition of the polymer-coupled native
peptidase or fragment or mutant thereof after it has been
brought into contact with the inhibitor in the sample.

12. The method according to claim 11, wherein the sample
is taken from the blood of a patient who is being or has been
treated with a drug containing an inhibitor of a peptidase of
the hemostatic system as an active ingredient and wherein,
after the sample has been brought into contact with the poly-
mer-coupled native peptidase or fragment or mutant thereof,
the inhibitor administered with the drug is bound by the
polymer-coupled native peptidase or fragment or mutant
thereof and thus neutralized.

13. The method according to claim 12, wherein addition-
ally, after neutralization of the inhibitor, tests are carried out
on the sample in order to diagnose defects in the hemostatic
system or to determine the activity of substances which inter-
fere with the hemostatic system.

14. The method according to claim 12, wherein the com-
plete or proportional neutralization of the inhibitor of a pep-
tidase of the hemostatic system is carried out in order to
achieve a restoration of the coagulation ability of the blood of
a patient who has been treated or is being treated with a
pharmaceutical composition containing an inhibitor of a pep-
tidase of the hemostatic system, and wherein the neutraliza-
tion comprises contacting the polymer-coupled native pepti-
dase or fragment or mutant thereof with the inhibitor in the
circulation of the patient.

15. The method according to claim 11, wherein the sample
is a bodily fluid, selected from blood, plasma, serum, liquor
and sweat.

16. The method according to claim 11, wherein the inhibi-
tor is a direct inhibitor of the peptidase of the hemostatic
system, preferably an inhibitor with a molecular weight
between 100 and 7,500 Da.

17. The method according to claim 11, wherein the pepti-
dase of the hemostatic system is a coagulation factor selected
from the group consisting of factor Ila (thrombin), V1la, IXa,
Xa, XIa and fragments and mutants of these factors.

18. The method according to claim 11, wherein the poly-
mer is a polyalkylene glycol or a copolymer comprising alky-
lene glycol units.

19. The method according to claim 11, wherein a defined
amount of the polymer-coupled native peptidase or fragment
or mutant thereof is added to the sample to achieve a propor-
tional neutralization of the inhibitor by contacting the inhibi-
tor in a sample with the polymer-coupled native peptidase or
fragment or mutant thereof, and the remaining activity of the
inhibitor in the sample as a measure for the initial concentra-
tion is determined in terms of the influence of the inhibitor on
the coagulation tendency by carrying out a coagulation test in
the sample, including the addition of a coagulation activator
and optionally normal plasma as a source for additional
coagulation factors and fibrinogen.
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20. The method according to claim 11, further comprising
measuring the activity of the polymer-coupled native pepti-
dase or fragment or mutant thereof after it has been brought
into contact with the inhibitor in the sample.

21. The method according to claim 20, further comprising
the step of comparing the activity of the polymer-coupled
native peptidase or fragment or mutant thereof measured after
it has been brought into contact with the sample with one or
more reference values of the activity of the polymer-coupled
native peptidase or fragment or mutant thereof.

22. The method according to claim 21, wherein one or
more reference values are obtained from samples containing
the polymer-coupled native peptidase or fragment or mutant
thereof without the inhibitor and/or together with known
concentrations of the inhibitor.

23. The method according to claim 11, wherein the inhibi-
tor is an active ingredient of the classes of direct factor Xa
inhibitors or direct thrombin inhibitors.

24. The method according to claim 11, wherein the pepti-
dase of the hemostatic system is factor Ila (thrombin) or
factor Xa.

25. The method according to claim 11, wherein the poly-
mer is polyethylene glycol or a copolymer comprising ethyl-
ene glycol units.
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